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INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
IN INTELLECTUAL WORK 

Steps have been taken toward the 
formation of a committee of the 
League of Nations on international 
cooperation in intellectual work. 
Eleven of the twelve members have 
been appointed and as none of them 
is an American, it is expected that 
the vacancy will be offered to an 
American scholar. 

The committee so far chosen con- 
sists of Henri Bergson, the French 
philosopher and author of "Creative 
Evolution"; Madame Curie, the 
Polish discoverer of radium; Albert 
Einstein, the German mathematician 
who propounded the theory of rela- 
tivity; Gilbert Murray, professor of 
Greek at Oxford; Miss Bonnevie, pro- 
fessor of zoology at Christiania; 
D. B. Banner jee, professor of polit- 
ical economy at Calcutta; A. De Cas- 
tro, of the medical faculty of the 
University of Rio de Janeiro; J. 
Destree, former minister of science 
and art in the Belgian cabinet; G. De 
Reynold, professor of French litera- 
ture at Berne; F. Ruffini, professor 
of ecclesiastical law at Turin, and 
L. De Torres Quevedo, director of the 
electro-medical laboratory of Madrid. 

The first meeting of this committee 
is set for August 1, and a prominent 
position on the program of work out- 
lined is given to measures that will 
facilitate the interchange of scientific 
information and the development of 
higher education in the countries par- 
ticipating. 

With regard to the organization 
of intellectual work from an inter- 
national standpoint the report adopt- 
ed by the council of the League of 
Nations when the committee on inter - 
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national cooperation in' intellectual 
work was organized says: 

We are all agreed that the League 
of Nations has no task more urgent 
than that of examining these great 
factors of international opinion — the 
systems and methods of education and 
scientific and philosophical research. 
It would be unthinkable that the 
league should endeavor to improve 
the means of exchange of material 
products without also endeavoring to 
lacilitate the international exchange 
of ideas. No association of nations 
can hope to exist without the spirit 
of reciprocal intellectual activity be- 
tween its menioers. 

For example, it is clear to all how 
much the league would benefit by any 
new measures which by establishing 
a more definite parallelism between 
the diplomas of the various countries 
and a more frequent exchange of 
chairs between professors of various 
nationalities would lead to a more 
active interchange of teachers and 
students between nations. A* still 
greater benefit would result from 
measures which permitted a more 
rapid and more accurate communica- 
tion of all work undertaken simul- 
taneously in the field of scientific • re- 
search in various parts of the world. 

There is no question of detracting 
from the originality of national 
workers whose very diversity is essen- 
tial for the general progress of ideas. 
On the contrary, the object is to en- 
able each of these national thinkers 
to develop his ideas with greater force 
and vitality, by making it possible 
for him to draw more fully upon the 
common treasure of knowledge, meth- 
ods and discoveries. 

As a part of the work of the 
League of Nations, a "Handbook of 
International Organizations ' ' has re- 
cently been issued, which lists 315 
societies, associations, bureaus, com- 
mittees and unions, all of them inter- 
national in some aspect. It is an 
interesting collection of religious, 
scientific and other sorts of organiza- 
tions, ' the international association 
interested in lawn tennis being listed 
with the entomological, meteorological 
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PROFESSOR SANTIAGO RAMON Y CAJAL 
The distinguished Spanish histologist who retires from the chair of histology 
and pathological anatomy at the University of Madrid on reaching his 

seventieth year. 
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and other scientific societies. Such a 
directory is a necessary preliminary 
of the activities of the committee on 
international cooperation in intellec- 
tual work. 

CALENDAR REFORM 

Reform of the calendar has been 
much discussed during the past decade 
or more, for the inconveniences and 
inconsistencies of the present calen- 
dar are obvious. 

The two schemes which are receiv- 
ing the largest amount of attention 
are the international fixed calendar 
plan and the Swiss plan. 

The former, first publicly proposed 
by Moses B. Cotsworth of Vancouver 
in 1894, provides for thirteen months 
in the year, with twenty-eight days 
to the month, every date being at- 
tached to the same day of the week 
in every month. New Year's Day 
is a zero day called January 0, and 
is a full holiday. The extra day in 
leap year is a similar holiday inserted 
as July 0. The extra month, which, 
of course, does not add to the actual 
length of the year, is introduced be- 
tween June and July, and is called 
"Sol. " Easter is to be fixed by the 
Christian churches on some date be- 
tween March 21 and April 26, this 
stabilizing an event whose drifting 
causes inconveniences and losses in 
business and social life. 

The Swiss plan has been advocated 
largely by astronomers. It also sets 
aside each New Year's Day and each 
leap-year day as independent legal 
holidays. The other 364 days are 
divided into four quarters of 91 days 
each, each quarter containing one 
month of 31 days and two months of 
30 days, thus keeping twelve months 
as at present. 

The international fixed calendar 
plan recently received the unanimous 
approval of a convention held in 
Washington by those interested in 
calendar reform. The American sec- 
tion of the International Astronom- 
ical Union, after considering both the 



Swiss plan advocated by its com- 
mittee on calendar reform and the 
fixed calendar plan, recently refused 
to take action on the matter. 

The question of calendar reform 
was taken up at a meeting of the 
International Association of Acad- 
emies held in St. Petersburg in 1913, 
and a committee was appointed on 
that occasion "to study questions 
relative to the unification and sim- 
plification of the calendars and the 
fixing of the date of Easter." Th. ; s 
committee would have made a repot t 
in 1916, but for the war. Another 
discussion of this subject took place 
at the International Geographical 
Congress held in Rome in 1913. In 
June or! the same year the World 
Congress on International Associa- 
tions, which met at Brussels, passed 
a resolution urging the governments 
of the world to adopt a universal cal- 
endar. Three of the International 
Congresses of Chambers of Commerce 
have given expression to the same de- 
sire. Finally, just before the out- 
break of the world war, the Interna- 
tional Congress on the Reform of the 
Calendar held its sessions at Liege, 
and not only agreed to urge the adop- 
tion of a universal and improved cal- 
endar but also made plans for a for- 
mal conference, which was to have 
been convoked in Switzerland at the 
invitation of the Swiss government, 
but was never held. 

In the future there may come a 
conference of nations that will adopt 
a new and more logical calendar as 
easily as standard time was estab- 
lished by an international conference 
at Washington about forty years ago. 

INVISIBLE SUN-SPOTS 
Dr. George Ellery Hale, director 
of the Mount Wilson Observatory, 
has announced the discovery of invis- 
ible sun-spots. In 1908 Dr. Hale 
found that a sun-spot is a great whirl- 
ing storm, similar to a terrestrial 
tornado, but on a gigantic scale, often 
vastly larger than the earth. The ex- 



